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society in the season of 1913, when she attended
a ball given by Lord and Lady Salisbury, accom-
panied by her daughter, the Duchess of Fife,
whose engagement to Prince Arthur of Connaught
had been just announced. That Princess Victoria's
health had greatly improved was patent to all
who saw her, well mounted, at Aldershot, during
the visit of the King and Queen in the summer.
King Edward's affection for his wife's sister
Dagmar was only exceeded by his intense admira-
tion of her intellectual gifts. From the first he
recognised in her one of the silent forces of Europe.
Even Bismarck admitted her power, and handled
her very delicately and persuasively. The con-
trast between now and then, between what is and
what was, is always more or less sharp, and oft-
times it is painful even to bitterness. Let us
glance for a fleeting moment at the life of the
Empress Marie Feodorovna a quarter of a century
ago. Every season (which means the period
between December and Lent) there were Court
balls at one or other of the Imperial residences,
oftenest at the Winter Palace, where I first saw
her. Some years there were eight, or ten, or
maybe a dozen of these dances, in which the
Tsaritsa of those days and the Dowager Empress
of these participated with girlish glee. Her con-
sort, Alexander ni., did not find much amusement
at these gatherings, and after the first quadrille
would retire to his study and apply himself to the
work of the State. The opera and the theatres
were much affected by the Imperial couple, who,